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Beta Beta Xi
(Guam Community College)

Beta Beta Xi Chapter of Guam Community
College started a new school year with a
successful month. Here are the highlights for
September 2008:

September 6, 2008- GCC’s Council on Post
Secondary Student Affairs (COPSA) hosted the
Student Organization Induction of Officers &
Leadership Workshop. It was a day which all new
officers from various student organizations were
sworn in to take their oath of office. There was also a
leadership workshop which was held in order to
ensure that all student leaders were knowledgeable of
all rules and regulations for all student organizations.
Phi Theta Kappa was well represented at the event by
all its officers: Evelyn Deplata (President), Tamara
Santos (Vice President), Julie Fenom (Vice
President), Tawanna Curley (Secretary), Phillip L.
Blas (Treasurer), Tico Tenorio (Advisor), and Pilar
Pangelinan (Advisor).
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September 13, 2008- Marked our first
official Officers’ meeting for the school
year. Our agenda consisted of many key
elements and events which required
solid planning and strategizing as a
group for all upcoming civic
engagement activities.

September 17, 2008- We held our first
official General Members Meeting for
the fall semester. The agenda was
highlighted with news of upcoming
festivals and events on Operation Green.
These events are designed for members
to come together and reach out to the
community in an effort to stimulate and
educate island residents on how to
restore our island’s beaches and
coastlines. It was also an opportunity for
all Phi Theta Kappa members to
congregate and network amongst some
of the most interesting and like-minded
individuals on campus.

September 18, 2008- Was a good
example of how strategic planning and
group dynamics pays off in having
successful events. We participated in
COPSA’s Welcome Back Festival for the
fall semester. The event was held in the
center court yard of Guam Community
College. It was also an opportunity for
various student organizations to
fundraise for their respective clubs.
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The entire festival was a success, there
were various food booths, games, prizes,
and there was also a booth that featured the
Guam Army National Guard which had a
rock climbing outdoor setup which was
quite popular during the night. Phi Theta
Kappa was the only booth during the night
which sold pancit, a popular local dish
made with noodles, shrimp, pork and
assorted vegetables seasoned to perfection.
To complement the pancit, we also had
chapter t-shirts and polo shirts on display
that were on sale as well.

September 20, 2008- Members of Beta
Beta Xi were joined by hundreds of people
from the community in a joint effort in the
2008 International Coastal Cleanup at
Pago Bay. The event was a success as it
was a big step in moving towards a
Greener Guam and saving our
environment, while educating the masses
on various types of wastes that are
recyclable and being more eco-friendly.
With the support of the Guam
Environmental Protection Agency,
Mayors’ Council, The Department of
Public Works, and endless other private
companies who contributed to make this
event possible and an overall success; our
island’s coastlines became litter free.

September 24, 2008- Marked the
beginning of a new season as we submitted
our Plan of Action to COPSA for the 2008-
2009 school year. With the submission of
our plan, we will receive funding from
COPSA to host various events throughout
the year to possibly inspire others to be
positive, productive and upstanding
community members.

%+ September 26, 2008- We welcomed four new
applicants to Phi Theta Kappa and presented
nineteen invitation letters prospective members
at the Project Aim Orientation Presentation. We
promoted Phi Theta Kappa to all present during
the orientation.

Written By: Phillip L. Blas
Phi Theta Kappa - Beta Beta Xi
(Treasurer)

Indyction
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Alpha Kappa Psi
(Kapiolani Community College)

Alpha Kappa Psi has a newborn Executive
Board this semester. We welcome to our new
born Vice-President of Scholarship, Rosie who
was the former fellowship chair and the new
inducted officers, Vice-President of Leadership,
Sebastian Szewczyk and Financial Secretary,
Robert Richards. Most importantly is our new
chapter advisor, Colette Higgins.

In the beginning of last semester,
Kalani, Anne, Rosaria and Jerrie met with the
Mayor at the Youth Ambassador event at
Honolulu Hale, which lead us to collaborate on
coordinating volunteers for the four days City &
County Discover Recycling Fair at Blaisdell
Center from Sept 24™ to 27" which included
one day set up. All the officers involved and
assisted the students to participate and learn
about the information for recycling program on
the island. In addition, Kalani, Rosarie, Jerrie
and the chapter advisor Colette Higgins
together with five Phi Theta Kappans joined the
regional service project in Ocean
Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup at
the Sand Island State Park. Beach Clean Up on
Sept 20" together with the US coast guard in
conjunction of keeps the America beautiful.
Besides, we joined in the Student Club Day at
the cafeteria to promote and recruit the potential
Phi Theta Kappans. In addition, Rosie lead a
discussion about our honor topic, the “Paradox
of Affluence; Choices, Challenges and
Consequences” with the movie — A Day
Without Mexicans.

On the October 4™, Kalani, Rosarie,
Jerrie and Sebastian together with Colette
attended the Regional Leadership Conference at
the Leeward Community College. Sebastian led
our chapter’s leadership activity and everyone
enjoyed themselves in this activity. During the
Honor Institute Meeting on October 5™, our
chapter President, Kalani presented the honor
topic as it relates to homelessness together with
Roger Kim, president of Alpha Kappa lota.

In conjunction of the operation green
project, we did the electronic waste recycling
and Rosie helped to deliver the collected items to
UH. On the other hand, our new born Financial
Secretary, Robert, also took the initiative to be a
volunteer at a precinct on the general election
day. Last but not least, there were more than
thirty five Phi Theta Kappans inducted on
November 15th 2008. It was our honor to invite
the guest speaker, Kelsey Nakanelua, who was a
two-time Olympian (Sydney and Athens 2004)
and still holds the record as Hawaii’s fastest man
for the induction ceremony. Finally, another
exciting fund raiser event on November 10",
Kalani, Sebastian, Robert, Rosie, John together
with our new inductee, Alex are going to
participate the game on the Club Field Day.

Alpha Pi Xi
(Kaua’i Community College)

Dr. Nan Greer Speaks at Kaua’i
Community College. Aloha! We are Alpha Pi Xi
and we want to share what we have done this
semester to promote the Honors Topic: The
Paradox of Affluence, Choices, Challenges, and
Consequence. Inspired by the Honors Lecture
Series being offered by Phi Theta Kappa, we
decided to tap into our own local community to
find out how what they do relates to this topic
and hold our own lecture. This semester we
decided to invite Dr. Nan Greer, an
anthropologist and lecturer at Kauai Community
College to speak about her work with indigenous
land-rights work in Nicaragua. Dr. Greer has
worked there extensively to help the groups she
works with to secure titles to the lands that they
have lived on for generations and to stop the
illegal distribution of their lands by the
government. She has also worked with local
courts to get back land that was sold-off to
colonists in the area, which has been no easy
task. Dr. Greer took a student from the nursing
department with her this summer and he also
talked about the experience there and how he
saw many parallels between the situation in
Nicaragua and what has happened here in our
State of Hawai’i. We held the talk at the KCC
library and were happy to see that over 50

Page | 3



students and faculty attended. We plan to
continue this series every semester and found that
this was not only a great way to get the word out
about what Dr. Greer does, but also gave our
organization visibility on campus.

Beta Kappa Phi
(TransPacific Hawaii College)

| would like to announce that,
unfortunately, Beta Kappa Phi will close our
chapter on October 31, 2008 because our college,
TransPacific Hawaii College, will close on
December 31, 2008. We, Beta Kappa Phi, have
contributed to the community for seven years
since we began in 2002 as the first chapter to
consist only of international students. Although
we feel sadness in the closure of Beta Kappa Phi
and our school, we are very proud of the
achievements and activities of our chapter. Just
this year we have been a part of many activities,
such as Regional Convention, Ka Iwi coast Clean-
up, Leadership Conference, Honors Institute, can
and paper recycling, and Books for Africa. Our
focus on service has had an impact on the
environment and on communities, and we are
happy to have had the opportunity to help. We’d
like to thank everyone who helped us achieve our
chapter goals by supporting us along the way and
by providing ideas and opportunities. Phi Theta
Kappa has been very supportive, understanding,
and encouraging to us as speakers of English as a

second language, and for that we are also thankful.

We feel very fortunate to have been able to be a
part of such a great organization, and wish all the
other chapters’ success. Thanks, Pacific Region!

Shunsuke Sawada
Chapter President of Phi Theta Beta Kappa Phi

—~

Alpha Kappa lota
(Honolulu Community College)

Alpha Kappa lota has been extremely busy
this year. The executive board members of our
chapter have been meeting and planning throughout
the summer months to ensure that the 2008-2009
academic year will be both productive and
proactive.

A high percentage of our membership
successfully graduated last semester. We were very
proud to see the huge numbers of Phi Theta Kappa
graduates at the May 2008 HCC Graduation
Ceremony at the Waikiki Shell. However, with all
of our members moving on in their academic
careers, Alpha Kappa lota had to undertake extreme
recruitment efforts to repopulate our membership.
Our officers did presentations at New Student
Orientation, recruited on the Campus Mall and gave
brief recruitment speeches in several classes in
order to promote Phi Theta Kappa. Our hard work
paid off with Alpha Kappa lota inducting ninety-
seven new members in Fall 2008. This was an
amazing feat for us!

With our membership doubled, Alpha
Kappa lota turned its efforts towards maintaining
our five-star status. Currently, we are working with
the Institute for Human Services (IHS) to put on a
Fall Festival for the children living at their
homeless shelter. Our members are also planning to
serve a dinner at the IHS homeless shelter. By
interacting with the families at the homeless shelter,
we hope to get a better understanding of their lives.
We plan to do more research on the homeless
problem in Hawaii so that our chapter members can
become more educated about this social problem.

Honolulu Community College faculty, staff
and students donated hundreds of books. Chapter
members spent several hours sorting, packing and
shipping the donated books. We distributed books
to Kalihi elementary schools, IHS, and Books for
Africa. In total, about 25 boxes were donated.
Also, a Blood Drive will be held on our campus in
November and our members will be actively
recruiting for that.

Alpha Kappa lota has been working hard on
our service project, Operation Green: Making a
Difference in Our Community. Our chapter hosted
a massive community clean up in Kalihi-Palama
that involved about eighty five volunteers and
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Together, we were able to restore a large portion
of the Kapalama Canal that borders our campus.
Furthermore, Alpha Kappa lota is continuing to
focus our efforts on our Aloha Aina Project that
we began two years ago. Our members
constantly maintain a large 3 feet by 6 feet
planter box seeded with Native Hawaiian Plants.

One of our chapter’s goals is to send a
minimum of ten members to the Regional
Convention hosted by Maui Community College
in March 2009. Alpha Kappa lota is now selling
Zippy’s chili tickets and World’s Finest
Chocolates to fund the cost of this trip. We hope
to send a large contingent of members to the
Regional Convention because the experience
gained by our members at regional events is
always phenomenal.

Participation in Phi Theta Kappa gives
our members many opportunities to obtain
leadership experience, develop personal growth
and achieve academic success. And we have
been extremely busy following through on the
mission of Phi Theta Kappa and making a
difference in our community.

Alpha Psi Epsilon
(Hawaii Community College)

Alpha Psi Epsilon is a very busy chapter.
It seems that we are always doing something in
order to maintain our 5-star chapter status or to
fundraise money for our chapter. We are proud
of all the efforts not only our chapter officers
have put forth but also that of our members and
Advisors.

In August our chapter organized and
planned a fellowship even at our local bowling
lanes. It was fun to be outside of business and
build our rapport with each other. Fellowship
events are definitely key in having your chapter
take a breath and enjoy each other outside of
work.

In September two of our Executive Board
members were fortunat
Zero Waste Conference held in Kona at Mauna
Lani Hotel on the Big Island. There the members
got to make contacts with some local zero waste

Businesses and individuals. Sustainability and
recycling have really become a nationwide issue
and focus and with our members attending the
conference we got valuable information and
most of all motivation. Our chapter hopes to
adopt and implement as much as we can on our
campus to become a “green” college. Also in
September we had our beach clean-up at
Richardson’s Beach. We all enjoyed helping
each other clean up our beach along with
volunteers and family members and then
enjoyed a fellowship lunch after.

We were fortunate enough to have most
of our Executive Board and both of our
Advisors attend the Regional Leadership
Conference and Honors Institute held on Oahu
at Leeward Community College. Our chapter
really stepped up in leadership and we learned a
lot about each other and the rest of our region at
this event. In the month of October we also
hosted a local farmer from our community to
come speak to our chapter and college about
peak oil. We not only learned the alarming facts
about peak oil but we also learned some things
we could do.

In November we will host an event
called Take A Stand Against Domestic
Violence. We will have community members
come speak on domestic violence, what the
signs are, what you can do and share personal
experiences. We also hope to have a founder’s
day even to educate our college students about
Phi Theta Kappa and encourage students to join.
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